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can be no doubt that the access to contraceptive
knowledge and appliances is in very many cases a
direct incentive to acts of immoral union in just the
same way as is the use of preventative drugs against
venereal disease. In such cases the lack of the ability
to apply such precautions, and the resultant fear of
consequences, might act as sufficient deterrent to one
or other, or both, of the intending participants.

It is not every nature, however, which is to be
deterred by fear of consequences; indeed, the spice of
an uncertain risk for some adds attractiveness to even
so ignoble an adventure. There are very many
women, on the other hand, to whom the fear of
becoming pregnant out of wedlock, with the attendant
shame and difficulties, is the strongest, if not the only,
factor curbing their tendencies towards immorality;
with men, in a similar manner, the fear of possible
unpleasantness, and the incurring of serious responsi-
bility, acts as a restraining force, as does also the fear
of disease.

It would seem, therefore, that the dissemination of
knowledge of the methods of preventing conception,, or
disease, may act as a cause aiding and abetting
immoral unions, by largely removing the fear of
consequences in either case.

It must be clearly recognized that restraint, arising
solely from a fear of consequences, has, from an
ethical point of view, no value whatever; strength
of character and right-feeling supplying the only
permanent and unfailing safeguards. For this reason,
this misuse of birth-control or prophylactic knowledge
is not ethically to be reckoned an evil on account of its
removing a purely materialistic dread of consequences,
but chiefly because the effect of this removal is a
greatly increased familiarization with the undesirable
act, and a consequent loosening of moral fibre.

Viewing the question from the social and civic,
rather than the purely ethical standpoint, we shall